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DECEMBER MEETING, 1906. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 13th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. ; the President in the chair. The 
record of the last meeting was read and approved; and the 
Librarian, Corresponding Secretary, and Cabinet-Keeper sub- 
mitted reports. In reading the list of donors to the Library, the 
Librarian said : " Among the accessions is a large engraving 
from the unfinished plate by Edward Savage, entitled ' Con- 
gress voting Independence,' which is owned by the Society. 
It was given by Charles E. Goodspeed, the publisher, who two 
months ago received permission from the Council to have sev- 
enty-five impressions taken from the plate. Several of the fig- 
ures represented in the engraving are finished, including John 
Hancock in the chair, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, Robert Treat Paine, Roger Sherman, and others. An 
Interesting sketch of Savage, the artist, together with an account 
of this unfinished copperplate, written by our Corresponding 
Member Charles Henry Hart, of Philadelphia, is found in the 
Proceedings (2d series," XIX. 1-19) for January, 1905." 

Mr. Arnold A. Rand, of Boston, was elected a Resident 
Member. 

Hon. Samuel A. Green presented in behalf of Mr. T. W. 
Higginson, who was absent, a memoir of the late J. Elliot 
Cabot, which Mr. Higginson had prepared for publication in 
the Proceedings. 

Mr. Andrew McFarland Davis read the following 
paper : — 

Jackson's LL.D. — A Tempest in a Teapot. 

From 1780 to 1880 inclusive, the gubernatorial chair of the 
State of Massachusetts was filled by twenty-eight persons, 
each of whom, with the exception of Increase Sumner, who was 
governor from 1797 to 1799, received from Harvard College, 
either before or during his term of service, the degree of 
LL.D. By far the greater number of these degrees was con- 
ferred at the first Commencement after the incumbent was 
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inducted info office. Many of the governors were elected 
from year to year, and were present at Commencements on 
several successive occasions, passive spectators after their offi- 
cial presence had been once thus recognized. The effect of 
this was of course that the number of degrees thus conferred 
was much smaller than the years of service ; but an analysis of 
the records shows that out of the twenty-eight persons who 
held the office of governor of Massachusetts during this period, 
twenty-three were made honorary Doctors of Law by Harvard 
College simply because they were governors of the State, 
that four when elected had already received the degree, and 
that of the whole number one alone was not thus honored. 

The election of Benjamin F. Butler in 1883 furnished an 
opportunity for those who were opposed to this custom to 
break away from it, and since his day no governor of Massa- 
chusetts has received a degree while in office as a part of the 
regular Commencement exercises. It is true, a degree was 
conferred upon Butler's successor, while governor, but it was 
on the occasion of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of the college and not on Commencement day, 
and was not a purely ex officio degree. 

Those familiar with the early history of the college, when 
it was constantly assisted by the colony and was to all intents 
and purposes a State institution, will understand why it was 
practically regarded as under the tutelage of the State long 
after it had ceased to require governmental aid for its support. 
Down to the year 1866 the graduates of the college had no 
voice in the appointment of the Board of Overseers. In the 
days of the colony, the Governor, the Deputy Governor, the 
Magistrates in conjunction with the teaching elders " of the six 
towns next adjoining," and the President of the College consti- 
tuted the Board. In the days of the province the Governor, 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and the Council took the place of 
the colonial officials designated as Overseers, and when the con- 
stitution of the State was adopted in 1780, the State control 
was asserted through the provision in that instrument that the 
Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor, the Council, and the Senate 
were to be deemed the successors of the Board as previously 
constituted, so that even after the enlargement of the Board 
by adding fifteen Congregational clergymen and fifteen laymen, 
the State retained what was practically a predominant voice 
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in the oversight of the affairs of the college until it was spe- 
cifically relinquished in 1866. If these facts are borne in mind, 
it will be seen that it was natural that the college should confer 
such honors as were at its disposal upon the governor, the ex 
officio president of the Board. If it be asked why the practice 
did not begin earlier, the answer will be found in the fact that 
in the days of the colony no honorary degrees were given. 
The first assertion on the part of the college of its right to 
exercise this power occurred in the infancy of the province 
during the presidency of Increase Mather, when those having 
the power to do so were inspired with the idea that it would 
be a good thing to confer the degree of S.T.D. on Increase 
Mather. Then followed eleven years during which Mather's 
name stood alone on the list of honorary degrees conferred 
by Harvard College, after which came a time when degrees 
were sparingly conferred upon learned men. The constant 
bickering between the Royal Governors and the Provincial 
Assembly sufficiently explain why the custom of thus recog- 
nizing the governor was not inaugurated while the Royal 
Governors were at the head of the government. With the 
adoption of the constitution of the State and the better feel- 
ing towards the elective governor came the opportunity for 
establishing the custom. John Hancock, the first governor, 
did not however receive a degree during his first term of office, 
but in 1792, when he was a second time called to the guberna- 
torial chair, the degree was conferred upon him while in office, 
thus marking him as the first in the series of governors who 
received the degree during service. It can therefore be said 
that the custom began with him. 

As we run over the list of the Presidents of the United 
States, we see that nine of them have received the degree of 
LL.D. from Harvard College. 1 Four of them — Monroe, Jack- 
son, Grant, and Hayes — were in office at the time when the 
degree was conferred. When Washington visited Cambridge 
in 1789, he had already been honored by the college with a 
degree. So also at that date had John Adams and Thomas 
Jefferson. It was not until Monroe visited Cambridge in 1817 
that the authorities of the college were brought face to face 

1 George Washington, 1776 ; John Adams, 1781 ; Thomas Jefferson, 1787 ; 
James Monroe, 1817 ; John Quincy Adams, 1822; Andrew Jackson, 1833; Ulysses 
S. Grant, 1872; Rutherford B. Hayes, 1877; Theodore Roosevelt, 1902. 
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with the question of how a President upon whom a degree had 
not already been bestowed should be honored by the college. 
The precedent then established of conferring a degree as a 
part of the. ceremony of reception has apparently been accepted 
as the basis for a custom., If Cleveland did not receive a 
degree in 1886, it was because he was unwilling to do so. 
The name of McKinley does not appear in the honorary roll 
of the Harvard Quinquennial, because his untimely death at 
Buffalo prevented the promised visit to Massachusetts. 

There have always been those who deplored the conferring 
of a degree as a mere ceremonial rite, based upon the fact that 
the recipient was the temporary holder of a certain office, 
whether governor or president. A degree granted under 
such circumstances does not of necessity represent the right 
of the receiver to the recognition in the field of letters to 
which the holder ought to be entitled. For this reason there 
have always been remonstrants against the practice, and if they 
have not been powerful enough to break up the custom in the 
case of Presidents of the United States, it is probably because 
of the feeling that it is an honor to the college to have the 
names of such distinguished men upon the catalogue. More- 
over, the argument has always been regarded as powerful that 
one intrusted by the people of the United States with the 
discretion to render inoperative such of the legislation at 
Washington during his term of office as met with his disap- 
proval was certainly to be regarded as worthy of a mere 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, t whatever his literary 
attainments. 

It is quite probable that the conferring of the degree of 
LL.D. upon Jackson gave rise to more criticism and caused 
more genuine opposition than did all the other presidential 
degrees of the ex officio class taken together. The intensity of 
political partisanship at that time and the illiteracy of Jackson 
sufficiently explain the violence of this opposition. Josiah 
Quincy, an old-line Federalist in politics and a man who could 
hardly have been in sympathy with Jackson, was then at the 
head of the college. Neither the Corporation nor the Board 
of Overseers could have been suspected of partisanship in thus 
honoring Jackson. The Council and the Senate then formed a 
part of the Board, and if politics were to enter their discussions 
must have had the power to control. The party opposed to 



494 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Dec 

Jackson prevailed in both of these bodies. There were, how- 
ever, certain blunders made in calling the meeting of the Over- 
seers which was summoned for the purpose of confirming the 
degree, and these furnished the basis for an acrimonious dis- 
cussion in the Board. Details of this discussion found their 
way into the newspapers of the day, and caused partisans to 
array themselves on different sides of the question according 
as they approved or disapproved of the degree being granted 
by the college. The main arguments which underlie this dis- 
cussion are trite and uninteresting, but there is something of 
the picturesque in the story of the contest which may perhaps 
justify its reproduction to-day. 

It was in the spring of the year 1833, just after Jackson's 
triumphant re-election, that he concluded to follow in the foot- 
steps of Washington and Monroe and make a Northern presi- 
dential tour. No better time could have been selected by him. 
His attitude towards the nullification schenfe of the South 
Carolinians had made him many friends in the North, while his 
avowed hostility to the United States Bank was not as yet 
accepted for its full value. 

It is not probable, however, that the question of Jackson's 
popularity or unpopularity had any influence upon the Cor- 
poration of Harvard College in the determination of the ques- 
tion of what they should do when he should reach Boston. 
For information as to the precedent established in 1817, 
when Monroe visited Cambridge, they turned to the records 
of the college and caused to be copied the several resolutions 
passed by the Fellows and the Overseers on the occasion of 
his reception* To do more or to do Jess than was done then 
would, it was argued, savor of partisanship. To repeat ex- 
actly the ceremonies of that occasion would be merely to 
accept an established custom. 

It was found that on the 12th of June, 1817, the Cor- 
poration passed the following vote : — 

" The President of the United States being expected to visit this part 
of the Union : — 

" Voted: That the President of the University 1 be desired to pay his 
respects and those of the Corporation to President Monroe, and in the 

1 Quincy, in his History of Harvard University, quotes a paragraph from the 
State Constitution, and then adds, " The indiscriminate use of the terms ' College ' 
and ' University * in the Constitution of the Commonwealth was considered as 
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name of the Board, and of the .several members of the University to 
request him to honor the University with his presence at such time as 
may be most convenient and agreeable." 

This vote was preliminary in its nature. If the President 
should decline, then there would be no question concerning 
the degree. Presumably Monroe formally accepted. At any 
rate, on the 30th of June, 1817, the Corporation voted to con- 
fer the degree " provided it be agreeable to him to receive 
it," and at the same time instructed the president of the uni- 
versity " to lay the vote relative to the degree before the Over- 
seers at a meeting to be called on Thursday next, that they 
may concur in the same, if they see fit, at that time, as the 
circumstances of the case have not allowed the usual notice to 
be given." 

These proceedings were repeated in the case of Jackson, 
the fidelity of reproduction extending even to an Overseers' 
meeting of which the usual notice could not be given. The 
necessity for such haste at the last moment may, perhaps, be 
explained by the uncertainty which attended Jackson's move- 
ments. Under the conditions which then controlled travel 
and mails, it was impracticable to convey information to him 
of the purposes of the Corporation with any certainty that 
he would be able to forward a reply in advance of his own 
arrival. 

The preliminary vote requesting him to honor the univer- 
sity with his presence was passed by the Corporation, June 
3d, and to that vote was attached an additional clause to 
the effect that, in case of Jackson's a compliance, the same 
measures be adopted as in the case of President Monroe." 

It is obvious that this vote involved the tender of a degree 
to General Jackson in case of his "compliance," but the ele- 
ment of uncertainty on this point subsequently furnished an 
excuse, possibly an adequate excuse, for the neglect to com- 
municate this transaction to the Overseers for approval at 
their meeting three days thereafter on the 6th of June. On 
the 13th the Corporation, notwithstanding the fact that they 
had not yet heard from Jackson, voted to confer the degree 
provided it would be agreeable to the President to receive it, 

sanctioning the latter designation, which has ever since been applied to this insti- 
tution, except in such legal instruments as require its corporate name for validity." 
(Vol. ii. p. 176.) 
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and requested the president of the university to call a meet- 
ing of the Board of Overseers at Cambridge on the day the 
President of the United States would be there in order that 
they might concur if they saw fit. The day when Jackson 
would arrive was then unknown, and provision was made in 
this vote for a hurried notice of the meeting, u as the circum- 
stances of the case," to follow the- language of the vote, " would 
not allow the usual notices to be given." 

Jackson arrived in Boston Friday, June 21st; but so un- 
certain were his movements that it was not until the preceding 
Wednesday that Governor Lincoln had ascertained positively 
that he was coming. On Thursday, the 20th, actual knowl- 
edge of Jackson's impending approach being current in Bos- 
ton, the Corporation voted " that the President call a meeting 
of the Board of Overseers on Saturday next at such time 
and place as he may deem expedient to ascertain if they will 
confer a degree of LL.D. on Andrew Jackson if he should ac- 
cept the same." When this vote was passed, President Quincy 
was still ignorant whether Jackson would visit the university, 
or if he did whether it would be agreeable to him to receive a 
degree. To cover these points a letter was written, directed 
to Jackson at Providence, and provision was made for its deliv- 
ery by a special agent who was charged with ascertaining spe- 
cifically his answer to these two questions. This mission was 
satisfactorily performed, and the answer was received on the 
21st, the same day that Jackson arrived in Boston. Mean- 
time, in order to make provision for a hurried call together 
of the Board of Overseers, Quincy had written to the secre- 
tary of the Board and secured forty blank notices of meeting 
signed by the secretary. 

The rules of the Board governing notices of meetings were 
at this time, according to Dr. Pierce the secretary, to be 
found in a report of a committee made to the Board in 1810, 
and in votes passed by the Board in 1822 and 1825. The 
prescribed method of notifying meetings prior to 1810 was 
set forth by the committee as follows : " by written or 
printed messages, left at the house or delivered in the hands 
of each member of the Board belonging to either of the six 
neighboring towns." In the report then submitted and 
accepted it was recommended that the written or printed 
notifications should be sent to all the elected members, also 
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to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker 
of the House, whenever the Council or the General Court 
were in session. May 7, 1822, it was voted to require the 
secretary, in addition to the rule then in force, whatever 
it was, to publish in at least two of the newspapers printed 
in Boston, notifications of meetings at least seven days pre- 
vious to such meetings, " except in those cases in which the 
urgency of the business to be transacted requires a shorter 
notice." June 10, 1825, it was voted that during the 
session of the General Court the secretary be required to 
send notices to the Governor asking him to invite the attend- 
ance of the Honorable Council, to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
to the President of the Senate asking him to invite the 
attendance of the Honorable Senate, to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and to the permanent members of 
the Board who are not of the Council or Senate. 

It is evident, from what took place, that Dr. Pierce's inter- 
pretation of the rules as they stood upon the records was that 
personal notice was required only in case of residence in one 
of the six neighboring towns, and that publication in the news- 
papers was only called for in case there should be time to give 
the seven days' notice mentioned in the rule. 

It is clear that the rule of 1825 did not contemplate any 
special notice to the State officials who were ex officio mem- 
bers of the Board, when the General Court was not in session ; 
but, on the other hand, there were certain senators, residents 
of the neighboring towns, who attended meetings of the 
Board under circumstances which indicated that they must 
have received notices of meeting under that clause of the 
standing rule which provided for notifying members resident 
in the six neighboring towns. 

In calling regular meetings it had been the custom for the 
secretary to. avail himself of the services of the subordinates 
in the president's office, to secure the delivery of the notices. 
The forwarding at this time of the forty blank notices bearing 
his signature to the president was therefore, in accordance 
with this regular custom, except that, the time and place of 
meeting being contingent, it remained for the president to 
cause these blanks to be filled in. Moreover the secretary, 
even if he had wished to do so, could not have published the 
notice of meeting, since he did not know when or where it was 

63 
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to be held. Just who the forty to be notified were does not 
appear, but it would seem as though the notices were intended 
for members of any class, elective or ex officio, upon whom 
personal service could be made. 

Dr. Pierce records in his diary that Jackson appointed 
Monday, the 24th of June, for his reception at Cambridge. 
Quincy on the 20th — before he knew positively when 
Jackson was to arrive — had written Governor Lincoln at 
Worcester and enclosed a blank notice of meeting. This 
letter did not reach Worcester until the governor had left 
for Boston, where he had much to do to arrange for the 
share of the State in Jackson's reception ; but Quincy, on the 
21st, on receiving Jackson's reply to his letter, had an in- 
terview with the governor, who agreed to call a meeting of 
the Council next morning at nine o'clock, when a simultane- 
ous meeting of the Board of Overseers, of which the Council 
formed a part, could be held. Quincy then went to Cambridge, 
where all the arrangements for the reception of Jackson and 
for notifying the members of the Board still required attention. 
It was obvious that he needed all the assistance that was at 
his command to mature his preparations in so short a time. 
He intrusted the filling out of the notices and all arrange- 
ments for their delivery to the steward of the college, giving 
him especial instructions to cause a personal delivery to be 
made to each member of the Board residing in either of the 
six neighboring towns. The steward, in turn, realizing that 
it was impossible for himself alone to make all these deliveries 
within the allotted time, passed on the labor of filling in some 
of the blanks and of their delivery to the only available person 
to whom he could turn for assistance. It was absolutely 
necessary that conveyances of some sort should be supplied 
if the deliveries were to be accomplished, but on looking 
about for horses it was found that but one was to be had in 
Cambridge. Everybody had gone to Boston to the reception 
of Jackson. Delegating the deliveries in Dorchester, Brook- 
line, and Roxbury to his assistant, the steward himself assumed 
Watertown and Charlestown for his personal field, and under 
the circumstances concluded that the only way of getting the 
Boston notices delivered was to violate his instructions and put 
them in the mail. This he did, being assured that they would 
be in the Boston Post-Office by six o'clock that evening. 
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The result of delegating the duty of filling out the notices 
to a person unaccustomed to the work, and the violation of the 
instruction to make personal deliveries in Boston, were each of 
them disastrous. The failure to receive notices sent through* 
the mail in time for the meeting was afterward complained of 
by some of the Overseers, and the despatch of a blank notice 
to Hon. James Trecothick Austin, a prominent anti-Federalist 
and an active politician, led to serious criticisms of the whole 
proceeding and caused animadversions to be cast upon the 
methods employed. Politics were then in a transitional stage. 
The Democratic party had in the recent election assumed some 
sort of shape as a national organization, although Jackson's 
re-election was largely a personal triumph, and the party was 
still known in some parts of the country under the name of 
the Republican, or Jackson Republican. The old Federalist 
party had, however, gone to pieces, and it is difficult to tell 
just where at that time one might expect to find men who had 
been devoted to it in its day of power. Governor Lincoln 
had been originally elected practically without opposition, but 
in the fall of 1832 he was opposed by a Democratic and an Anti- 
Masonry candidate. Edmund Quincy says that his father con- 
tinued to call himself a Federalist as long as he lived. He 
does not appear to have been an " abolitionist," but he took 
repeated occasion while in Congress to record his belief that 
" slavery " was inconsistent with Republicanism. Austin was 
an active, aggressive politician. He was then Attorney- 
General of Massachusetts. He was chairman of the committee 
of organization of the National Republican Convention which 
met in Worcester October 5, 1833, and was chairman of the 
committee appointed to announce to John Davis of Worcester 
his nomination by that convention as governor. Such was 
the man to whom, in violation of the rule, was mailed on the 
21st a blank notice of a meeting which was actually to be held 
at the State House at nine o'clock A. M. on the 22d. To this 
must be added that Austin was violently opposed to Jackson, 
and was not disposed to admit the propriety of following the 
Monroe precedent. 

The Overseers' meeting was duly held in the Council 
Chamber at the appointed time, seventeen being present, but 
of the seventeen the governor and the lieutenant-governor 
counted two; the councillors present counted seven; there 
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were two senators present, and President Quincy and Secre- 
tary Pierce, " permanent members of the Board," furnished two 
more. Out of the thirty elective Overseers three only can be 
identified among those who were present A standing rule of 
the Board required the submission, a month before Commence- 
ment, of honorary degrees voted by the Corporation. This was 
suspended, and the action of the Corporation in granting Jack- 
son a degree wks confirmed without opposition. Austin was 
not present. He received his notice of the meeting with his 
morning mail, but found out when and where it was to be 
held too late to be present. He went to the State House 
only .to find " the doors guarded by constables and prepara- 
tions making for the reception of President Jackson." 

These events occurred on the 22d. Jackson had appointed 
Monday the 24th for his reception at Cambridge, but he was 
not in good health and the fatigue of travelling was too much 
for him. Inconsequence of his indisposition the trip to Cam- 
bridge was postponed to Wednesday, the 26th, when the recep- 
tion took place and the degree was duly conferred. 

Quincy, in his address to the President, referred to the 
nullification proceedings as follows : — 

" Permit us, sir, on this occasion to congratulate you on the happy 
auspices under which your second term of administration has com- 
menced, on the disappearance of those clouds which of late hung so 
heavily over the prospects of our Union, and which your firmness and 
prudence contributed so largely to dissipate." 

Jackson's approach to Boston, the probable manner of his 
official reception by the State, and the question of what would 
happen at Cambridge, naturally attracted public attention and 
stimulated discussion. The " Boston Daily Atlas " of June 
18th said : " Let them make known to the President that his 
high office claims our respect, but do not let them profess any 
respect for the man." 

On the 21st the same paper said, — 

" We see in the present visit a political object of which we are not 
the dupes. . . . The power of the President has not terrified us. Our 
best men have been driven from the country, our honorable men have 
been forced from the public service, but we have not crouched under the 
terror of his arm." 
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The ceremonies at Cambridge were criticised or applauded 
by the newspapers according to the politics of the publication. 
" The Mercantile Journal " of the 26th concluded an account 
of the exercises at Cambridge that day as follows : — 

" It is the general opinion that nothing could have been more happy 
in its results than this visit. There was no adulation, no extravagance, 
no cheering, but everything was done in a modest, quiet, respectful 
manner, and to the perfect satisfaction, we believe, of all parties 
concerned." 

The " Atlas " of the 27th, after recounting the satisfactory 
nature of the Get emonies of reception at Boston, added : — 

" We cannot say so much of what was done in the neighborhood. 
How muchsoever of honor the ancient University of Cambridge may 
have reflected upon the President in conferring upon him the degree of 
LL.D. we must confess that, in our opinion, this proceeding reflects no 
honor upon the University." 

On the 1st of July the same paper called attention to the fact 
that the people had nothing to do with the reception of the 
President at Cambridge. " The Corporation of the University 
who had the sole management," said the writer, and here it 
will be noted that a bit of personal venom obtrudes in the 
discussion, " consists of but seven individuals, of whom three 
are said to govern the rest." 

The " Globe " of July 7th justified the university for its 
course in granting the degree, not only because it followed the 
precedent already established as to the reception of Presidents, 
but also because degrees were conceded in foreign universities 
" to almost every species of eminence connected with intel- 
lectual and moral superiority in arts and in arms." The 
" Courier " of the 8th republished the comments of the 
" Globe," characterizing them as " judicious remarks in ref- 
erence to a proceeding which some seem disposed to make a 
subject of petulant ridicule." On the same day the " Courier" 
surrendered considerable space in its columns to a correspond- 
ent who signed himself " Candor," who justified the degree 
on the ground of precedents here and in England ; defended 
Jackson from illiteracy ; showed that the Doctorate of Law 
was conferred as well upon warriors and philanthropists as 
upon those learned in the Law, and after alluding to Jackson's 
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fame in many countries in consequence of the victory at New 
Orleans, wound up his communication with the statement that 
" the oldest university in the country has had the independ- 
ence and justice to join in the general voice of praise." The 
" Courier " editorially called attention to this communication, 
and said that Jackson was " as justly entitled to the compli- 
ment of an honorary degree as many others who have received 
it without the accompaniment of so much sneering and deris- 
ion." The " United States Telegraph " and the " New York 
Commercial Advertiser " were mentioned as " among the for- 
ward in censuring the proceedings of Harvard University," 
and from the latter paper the " Courier " quoted a state- 
ment that Jackson was "alike incapable of giving a correct 
construction to a statute, or to write even a common letter 
with decent grammatical or orthographical accuracy." 

The " Courier " also quoted from the " National Intelli- 
gencer" a criticism of the act of the university, in which 
that paper said : — 

" To those at a distance, however, it looks too much like a refinement 
of adulation, a gratuitous dispensation of literary honors not called for, 
and hardly to be justified, even on the grounds of courtesy." 

To this quotation the " Courier " added : — 

" Now with all deference it seems to us that General Jackson is the 
very man of all others entitled to this honorary degree." 

Squibs began to appear in the papers ridiculing the college 
for its part in the transaction. " Lectures on Political Econ- 
omy by Andrew Jackson LL.D." were referred to by the 
" Atlas." Under the heading, " Doctor Jacksoniana " the 
same paper on the 3d of August reprinted from the "New 
York Commercial Advertiser " an anecdote the pith of which 
rested upon the allegation that Jackson in ordering some 
flour had written, " Thee flower I wish to have of the 
Virginia brand." This was made the basis for a comment 
upon " the absurdity of conferring a literary degree upon a 
man so notoriously ignorant as Doctor Jackson," and the 
whole was introduced with the following preamble : " We 
have been furnished with another delicate flower to add to 
the bouquet of Jackson literature which we take leave to 
present to the learned faculty of Harvard University." 
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Parton, in his Life of Jackson, speaking of the conferring 
of the degree, says : — 

" These ceremonies, of course, gave the wits of the opposition an 
opportunity — which they improved. Major Jack Downing, 1 whose 
humorous letters amused the whole country this summer, records that 
when the President had finished his speech at Downingville, he cried 
out to him, ' You must give them a little Latin, Doctor .' Whereupon 
the President, nothing abashed, ' off hat agin/ and thus resumed, ' E 
pluribus unum, my friends, sine qua non.' " 

The humor of this joke has survived, but in its present form 
is associated with the exercises at Cambridge. In a recent re- 
view of a Life of Jackson, in the " Spectator " of June 2, 1906, 
the writer says : — 

" When the Harvard degree of D.C.L. was conferred on the Presi- 
dent in a Latin Oration, he modestly declared that the only Latin he 
knew was ' E pluribus unum/ This was travestied into an eloquent 
harangue with the striking peroration : c Caveat emptor ; corpus delicti ; 
ex post facto ; dies irae ; usque ad nauseam ; ursa major ; sic semper 
tyrannis ; quid quo pro quo ; requiescat in pace.' " 

The "Salem Register" of July 10, 1833, reported the follow- 
ing as one of the toasts given at a public dinner at Salem 
on the Fourth of July : " Andrew Jackson — In war a hero 
— In politics a statesman ; in literature LL.D. apd A.S.S*" 2 

Such are some of the specimens of humor and of venom with 
which the newspapers teemed for a time after the degree was 
conferred upon Jackson ; and lest the ephemeral character of 
these thrusts should disappear too soon, a copper medal or 
token was struck bearing on one side the effigy of an ass 
labelled LL.D. 3 

1 The Downing letter was reprinted in the "Boston Semi- Weekly Courier" 
of July 8, 1833, from the "New York Daily Advertiser," the letter being dated 
June 29, 1833, Downingville. Major Jack Downing was the nom-de-plume of 
Seba Smith, of Maine. 

2 The Med. Fac. conferred the following honorary degree upon the President : 
"Andreas Jackson, Major General in bello ultimo Americano, Et Nov. Orleans 
Heros fortissimus ; et ergo nunc Praesidis Rerumque Feed. Muneris Candidatus et 
' Old Hickory/ M.D. et M.U.D. 1827, Med. Fac. honorarius, et 1829 Praeses Re- 
rumpub. Foed. et LL.D. 1833." A Collection of College Words and Customs by 
B. H. Hall, Cambridge, 1856, p. 319. 

8 This is described by Dr. Malcolm Storer, Curator of Coins, Harvard Uni- 
versity, in the following terms: — 

" The ' Hard Times Token ' or ' Jackson Copper ' you inquire about is described 
as follows : — 
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The wrath of Austin, nursed by these contemporaneous re- 
minders and stimulated by the excitement of the gubernato- 
rial contest in the fall of 1833, when John Quincy Adams, the 
Anti-Masonry candidate, pressed the "Nationals" very close 
and with the aid of the vote for the " Jacksonian " candidate 
threw the election into the legislature, bided its time and after 
politics had settled a little struck its blow. The opportunity 
came at a meeting of the Overseers held on the 9th of Jan- 
uary, 1834, when the Attorney-General moved that a com- 
mittee be appointed to inquire whether in the calling of special 
meetings there had been a departure from the rules prescribed 
by the Board. He referred to the fact, well known to the 
Board, that such a meeting had been held where notices of 
the meeting did not reach many of the Overseers until after 
the transaction of the business for which the Board was con- 
vened, and he called upon the secretary for the rules of the 
Board for calling meetings. Hon. George Blake, senator 
from Suffolk, thought such a committee unnecessary. The 
secretary, however, in response to Mr. Austin's request for 
information, stated what the rules were, and added that in 
the case of the only special meeting of which he knew he 
had furnished blank notices to the president to be by him 
filled out and forwarded. 

President Quincy inquired as to the object of the gentle- 
man. Mr. Austin replied that his motive was general. He 
hoped no one would shirk from the inquiry. Quincy, who 
seems to have foreseen this investigation, then read a written 
statement relative to the Overseers' meeting of the 22d of 
June, setting forth in substance the facts which have just 
been stated, the reading being for the purpose, he said, 
not of preventing inquiry, but of avoiding misapprehension. 
He then went on to say that Governor Lincoln had re- 
ceived on the morning of the meeting a blank notice. For 
this neglect an explanation was made, but no apology was 
offered. The emergency of the case was its own apology. 

Obverse — Inscription — i take the responsibility. 

Type — An iron-bound chest from which protrudes the upper half of a man 
with shock hair (Jackson) in military uniform, holding sabre in right hand and 
money bag in left : 

Reverse — Inscription — the constitution as i understand it. 

Type — An Ass with on its side ll.d. Above, roman firmness. Below, 

VETO." 
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Nor had he any apology to offer to Mr. Austin for the blank 
notice sent to him. He had tendered the same explanation to 
him. He regretted that Mr. Austin had not received his notice 
and that he had not accepted the explanation. He had no 
objection to the appointment of the committee. 

Judge Davis * sought to pour oil on the waters. If any in- 
quiry was to be made, let it be general. He commended the 
fidelity, integrity, and promptness of the president of the uni- 
versity in the discharge of the duties which had devolved upon 
him, and he hoped that the gentleman who made the motion 
would, with a due regard for good-humor and courtesy, let this 
business subside. 

Senator Everett 2 of Suffolk was not disposed to accept this 
solution. The motion was general, there was no inference of 
impropriety on the part of the president of the university, 
but it was a fact that there had been a meeting for which no 
notice had been given to a considerable number of members. 
He himself had not received his notice through the post-office 
until two days after the meeting. The explanation of the 
president was satisfactory as far as it went, but the failure to 
publish notice, even if the time were short, required explana- 
tion. There was some discussion on this point, the president 
and secretary arguing that under the rule publication was not 
under the circumstances required, and Mr. Everett contend- 
ing that it was. 

The support of Everett inspirited Austin with renewed vigor, 
and he returned to the assault in a bellicose state of mind. 
His motion did not refer to any particular meeting, he said, 
and he presumed that there would be no objection to a gen- 
eral inquiry whether the meetings of the Board had been held 
formally. The president had apparently anticipated such an 
» inquiry and came prepared for it. The paper which he read, 
though nominally it did not offer objection to an inquiry, 
was actually an answer to the questions under discussion, 
and would have the effect of preventing an inquiry. He 
(Austin) was not ready on the moment to answer this pre- 
pared statement. He had not intended to name this particu- 
lar transaction in connection with his motion. " But," said he, 
" since it has been brought into the discussion I will say that 

1 Hon. John Davis, a native of Plymouth, but then living in Boston. 

2 Alexander H. Everett. 

64 
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this subject of the creation of a literary noblesse, raised up by 
that gentleman, by means of University degrees, may admit 
of a good deal of inquiry. To one man he gives a learned 
degree for his literary reputation, to another for making 
picture books, and to another it would puzzle the Corporation 
or any one else to tell for what." The Board of Overseers, he 
said, was the popular branch of the university government. 
It was their duty to impose checks " upon the seven who 
managed the University." The case of Monroe did not afford 
a precedent. The rules have been entirely modified since his 
day. It may have been difficult to notify the Board, but they 
were not to be set aside because a horse could not be found 
to carry a message. He then claimed that the president of the 
university without the consent of the Overseers tendered a de- 
gree to Jackson if he would accept it. " The Corporation," he 
said, " assume to act for the whole Board. They say to Presi- 
dent Jackson, ' We are the Archons of literature in Massa- 
chusetts, and we consider you worthy of the highest literary 
degree we can confer upon you, and we promise we will give it 
to you if you will accept it. We have promised, and the Board 
will perform. We will get our friends together, and they 
will confirm what we have done.' " 

He then went on to discuss the question of notices, ana- 
lyzed the composition of the Board meeting of the 22d, 
and alluded to his own experience when he made the effort 
to attend the meeting. With regard to the blank notices, 
he said : " A measure is to be got up, as in the ease referred 
to, about which there may be a difference of opinion. Blank 
notices are issued, and so it happens that some gentlemen 
receive their notices who are favorable to the measure ; and so 
it happens that others who might be supposed not to be favor- 
able to it get no notice or get it too late. All by accident, no 
doubt. I am only supposing a case." Passing then to the 
personal explanation made to him, he said: "It was the viola- 
tion of the rules, which required explanation to the whole 
Board. No, sir ! let the committee be appointed and let the 
president have the benefit of the report of that committee in 
his favor, if he can get it." 

This motion was carried without discussion, and the presi- 
dent named for the committee Messrs. J. T. Austin, A. H. 
Everett, and G. Blake (the last in place of Judge Davis, 
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who declined to serve). These proceedings were reported 
in full and published in the " Daily Advocate," Saturday, 
January 11, 1834. 

Then for a brief period Dr. Pierce and Governor Lincoln 
were kept busy answering letters from Quincy and Austin. 
The chairman of the committee wanted information from the 
secretary of the Board as to existing rules for the notifica- 
tion of meetings, as to who was present on the 22d, and 
also as to what degrees had been conferred during his 
(Austin's) terni of office as Overseer. He sought to ascertain 
from the governor all about the blank notice which had been 
sent him by Quincy, and he asked the president to furnish him 
with a copy of the statement read to the Board. The presi- 
dent of the university wrote repeatedly to the governor, 
seeking to derive some aid from him on points connected with 
the notice sent to Worcester, where the governor's memory 
was not so serviceable as the president desired. It was 
evident from the correspondence that the governor was dis- 
gusted with the attack on Quincy, but in the press of business 
consequent upon Jackson's reception he had not bestowed 
much thought on the matter. The secretary sent the presi- 
dent a copy of his correspondence with Austin, gave him a 
detailed account of what he remembered concerning an inter- 
view with Austin in the presence of Dr. Porter 2 at the State 
House when Austin arrived too late for the meeting, on which 
occasion Quincy explained to Austin how the omission in his 
notice must have occurred. The secretary also gave a copy 
of the vote of the Overseers recommending the Corporation to 
lay their votes conferring honorary degrees before the Board 
at least one month before Commencement. 

On the 23d of January the report of the committee was 
presented. It was practically an arraignment of the Corpo- 
ration for usurping the functions of the Overseers and pre- 
venting the Board from exercising their right of ratification in 
the case of honorary degrees. The committee claimed that the 
method in which the meeting in question was notified was not in 
accord with the rules of the Board, and rehearsed the various 
defects in the notices and in their delivery, to which their 
attention had been called. The claim was advanced that the 

1 Rev. Dr. Eliphalet Porter, a Fellow of the College from 1818 to 1833. He died 
while this discussion was going on. 
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interests of the university were not at stake, and that in the 
interval between the 13th and the 22d there was abundant 
time to have called a meeting in the ordinary way. The 
right of the Overseers to be consulted on the question of 
honorary degrees was asserted. The committee denied that 
their investigation was devoted to the disclosure of personal 
responsibility for what had occurred. Their only object was 
to vindicate the authority of the Board and to protest against 
any invasion of their rights. The views of the committee 
were tersely stated as follows : When the " Board are not 
legally notified they cannot legally assemble, and when they 
do not legally assemble they cannot legally act." The report 
called attention to the fact that there was a standing rule of 
the Board directing that no vote of the Corporation conferring 
an honorary degree should be acted upon until thirty days after 
it is communicated to the Board. So tenacious had the Board 
been in defending its rights on this point, that on one occasion 
the honorary degrees were deferred until the next Commence- 
ment because the Board was determined to adhere to its rules. 
The report concluded with the statement that the meeting 
held on the 22d of June was called and holden without such 
notice as is required by their rules, orders, and usages. 

On the 24th the " Atlas" asked, " Why was not this report 
ordered to be printed ? " On the 8th of February the same 
paper said : — 

" We have tried to gratify the curiosity of our readers by presenting 
to them a copy of the report now under discussion by the Board of 
Overseers of Harvard College, but have been unable to succeed. At 
the close of the meetings it is carefully carried to Brookline by the 
secretary and is as inaccessible as a black letter book in the library- 
We have applied for a copy of the report to the chairman of the com- 
mittee, but he does not feel at liberty to permit us to publish it without 
the direction of the Board." 

The article then refers to the fact that on the 3d of June 
the Corporation indicated by their vote an intention of con- 
ferring the degree, but failed to put the vote in such form as 
to be laid before the Overseers at their meeting on the 6th of 
the same month. Nor was any reference made at this Over- 
seers' meeting jto what had taken place at the Corporation 
meeting three days before. " We care but little," said the 
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" Atlas," " about the degree. We care less what have been 
the rules of the Overseers, but arbitrary exertions of power 
are as little to our taste in the president of the College as in 
the president of the Union, and if the rules of the Board 
are so uncertain that everything depends on the discretion 
of the executive, it is high time these rules were amended." 

The quarrel closed with the rejoinder of the president in the 
Board of Overseers. It was a long and labored defence., He 
had in the meantime consulted Simon Greenleaf on the law 
relative to giving notices of meetings to incorporated bodies, 
he had run down the alleged defective notices, and made up 
his mind that the blank notice to Austin was, after all, the 
only one actually issued in this defective form, 1 and by these 
means had satisfied himself that the call for the meeting was 
not vitiated by this mistake. At great length he vindicated 
the "seven Archons of literature" from the aspersions cast 
upon them and denied that they had promised a degree to the 
President. They had simply invited him " to accept the usual 
honors which in like cases his predecessors had accepted." 
This was not a commitment of the Board of Overseers. The 
Corporation were "the constituted guardians of the honor 
and interests of the University." They were not party men, 
and if they acted on party principles they were false to the 
interests with which they were intrusted. Their action in 
tendering the same honors as had been received by other 
presidents simply showed how they wished the university to 
stand in relation to that officer. On the other hand, the 
Board of Overseers is composed largely of men chosen by the 
people as representatives of the parties into which they are 
divided. In such a Board party feelings, personal antipathies, 
or private griefs may exist and have influence. Suppose the 
Overseers had refused the degree, would not the refusal under 
such circumstances be laid where it would belong, upon their 
shoulders and not on the university ? 

He vigorously attacked Austin for making misleading state- 
ments in his report, in the recapitulation of the rules and in his 
sweeping assertions as to the mode adopted of mailing notices, 
and asserted that the committee, while nominally claiming 

1 It will be remembered that the blank notice sent to Governor Lincoln was 
enclosed in a letter to Worcester, sent before the time of the meeting had been 
fixed. 
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that it was not their purpose to sit in judgment on any officer 
connected with the university, had skilfully constructed their 
report so that there was an accumulation of blame, real and 
apparent, which must fall somewhere. In response to the 
assertion of the committee that they wished to have it under- 
stood then and at all times that the intervention of the Board 
was not a nominal, but a real, substantial, and active part of the 
university government, he alleged that every step taken by 
the Corporation was in support of this claim of the committee, 
and in conclusion he asserted that with the full consciousness 
that there had been nothing wanting on the part of the presi- 
dent to secure the real, substantial, and efficient action of the 
Board of Overseers, he submitted the matter with entire con- 
fidence to the wisdom of the honorable Board. 

It was quite natural that some of the more aggressive of 
the faculty should wish to take a hand in this contest which 
was attracting so much attention and concerning which, of 
course, they must have known every detail. On the 18th 
of February, 1834, Henry R. Cleveland and C. C. Felton ad- 
dressed a joint note to President Quincy, offering their services 
to prepare a statement of the whole matter for publication in 
case he should wish to have anything published, 

The report of the committee came up for discussion at 
meetings held February 6th and February 13th. In the end 
the " very satisfactory explanations " of the president, " under 
the peculiar circumstances " then existing, were accepted, and 
the whole matter was indefinitely postponed. 

What contemporary opinions of this transaction were may 
in part be inferred from a quotation from the diary of John 
Quincy Adams. 1 President Quincy had informed Mr. Adams 
that he would be invited to be present at the ceremonies at 
Cambridge. Concerning this he makes the following note in 
his diary under date of June 18, 1833 : — 

" I said that the personal relations in which President Jackson had 
chosen to place himself with me were such that I could hold no inter- 
course of a friendly character with him. I could therefore not accept 
an invitation to attend upon this occasion. And, independent of that, 
as myself an affectionate child of our Alma Mater, I would not be 
present to witness her disgrace in conferring her highest literary honors 
upon a barbarian who could not write a sentence of grammar and 

1 Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, vol. viii. pp. 546, 547. 
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hardly could spell his own name. Mr. Quincy said he was sensible 
how utterly unworthy of literary honors Jackson was, but the Cor- 
poration thought it was necessary to follow the precedent and treat 
him precisely as Mr. Monroe, his predecessor, had been treated. As 
the people of the United States had seen fit to make him their Presi- 
dent, the Corporation thought the honors which they conferred upon 
him were compliments due to the station by whomsoever it was occu- 
pied. Mr. Quincy said it was thought also that the omission to show 
the same respect to President Jackson which had been shown to Mr. 
Monroe would be imputed to party spirit — which they were anxious 
to avoid. I was not satisfied with these reasons ; but it is college 
ratiocination and college sentiment. Time-serving and sycophancy 
are qualities of all learned and scientific institutions." 

Edmund Quincy says : 1 — 

"At the time of the visit of President Monroe in 1817, it had been 
thought due to his high station that the University should confer upon 
him her highest degree. In the light of this precedent my father con- 
sidered it the duty of the University to do the same honor to President 
Jackson. The Corporation were of the same opinion, as were such of 
the Overseers as could be got together at an informal meeting. . . . 

" This academic action was made the occasion of much ridicule and of 
many virulent attacks upon my father. Party spirit which had slept 
for the moment soon awoke again, and the same outside influences 
which the next year fostered the intestine disturbances of the College 
seized the occasion to cast odium on him." 

The violence of the passions aroused by these events was 
entirely disproportioned to their cause. The mistakes of 
Quincy, the blunders of his subordinates, and the erroneous 
statement of the rules of the Board by Austin in the report all 
contributed to the confusion of the situation. To be charged, 
as Quincy was, with arranging the meeting of the Overseers 
so that only his friends could respond was probably the last 
thing in the world that he ever expected to be laid at his door. 
Independent, upright, and almost aggressive in his assertion 
of the right of individual freedom of action on all points, it 
was especially humiliating to him to find that his own course 
of action and the contributory blunders of others had led to 
these suspicions. From all this contumely it is evident that 
he would have escaped if he had referred the whole matter to 
the Board of Overseers at their meeting on the 6th of June, 

1 Life of Josiah Quincy, by Edmund Quincy, pp. 453, 454. 
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when the matter was practically just as ripe for determina-^ 
tion as it was at the special meeting on the 22d, when it 
was impossible that the elective members should be fully 
represented. 

Mr. Albert B. Hart communicated copies of a large num- 
ber of documents relating to slavery at the South, the originals 
of which are now in the possession of Mr. George A. Plimpton, 
of Walpole. Among them are deeds, bills of sale, and pages of 
account books, all illustrating various phases of slavery and the 
traffic in slaves. Some of the more important documents are 
as follows : — 

Bill of Sale of a Slave. 
(September 23, 1806.) 

Georgia Know all men by these presents that I Oliver Porter 

Greene County f tne County and State aforesaid for the consideration 
of the sum of Three hundred and twenty dollars sixty two and an half 
cent, to me in hand paid by Douglass Watson Porter the receipt of 
which is hereby acknowledged hath bargained sold and delivered unto 
the said D. Watson Porter one african slave known by the name of 
Ben — the lawful right and title of which african negro slave (Ben) me 
and my heirs executors administrators or assigns will warrant and for- 
ever defend unto the said D. Watson Porter his heirs executors admin- 
istrators or assigns forever 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 23 rd 
day of September 1806. 

(Signed) 0. Porter Seal 
Signed sealed and delivered 
in presence of 

Anthony Porter. 

Bill of Sale of a Slave. 

(January 21, 1815.) 
Georgia. 

Know all men by these presents 
That we Eziel E. Park and Isham S. Fannin for & in consideration 
of the sum of three Hundred and twelve dollars to us in hand paid by 
Douglas Watson Porter have quit claim to and relinquished all title 
and claim to a certain negro woman by the name of Cloe and her three 
children, Mary, Daniel and an infant, & all future increase obliging us 
and our heirs to warrant & defend the same unto the aforesaid Douglas 
Watson Porter his heirs or assigns free from us and our heirs and all 
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persons claiming under us or them. In evidence of which we set our 
hands and seals this 21 8t Janry 1815. 

(Signed) E. E. Park Seal 

I. S. Fannin Seal 
Teste 
James Eeelar 
0. Porter. 

Bill of Sale of a Slave. 

(September 9, 1819.) 

Know all men by these presents that I this day have given and de- 
livered to Douglass W. Porter a certain negro boy named Stephen, the 
right and title of said boy, I do hereby warrant and defend from the 
claim of all persons whatever to the said D. W. Porter his heirs, and 
assigns, forever. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this 
9th September 1819. 

(Signed) O. Porter. 
Wm Porter Test. 



New York, 



■}■ 



A Free Paper/ 

(June 21, 1821.) 

City and County op 1 

> »». 

John T. Tate 

being, duly sworn, saith that he has been well acquainted with Thomas 
Miller a black or mulatto man, for 28 years ; that the said Thomas 
Miller hath 28 yrs. been reputed to be free, and has, during that time, 
acted as a freeman ; and that he was born in City of New York as this 
deponent has understood and believes ; that he is of the age of 28 years, 
or thereabouts ; that he was born free about the year 1798 
. as this deponent has understood and believes, that he has resided in 
the City of New York 28 years — that he now resides in Mulberry 
street in said City, in the house, No. 87 — in 6th ward that he rents a 
tenement in said City and County of the yearly value of forty shillings, 
and has been rated and actually paid taxes to this state, as this deponent 
is informed and believes. 

(Signed) John T. Tate 
Sworn the 21 day of June 182.Z before me. 

Bill of Sale of a Slave. 
(August 21, 1823.) 

For and in consideration of Six Hundred and fifty Dollars in specie 
I have this day sold Dr. Jos Boswell a Negro man nam d Frank 
Twenty Six years old, for which sum I warrint him sound & healthy 

1 A printed blank was used. The words and figures in italics were written in. 

65 
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and a slave for Life to said Boswell his heirs or assigns and against all 
and every claim whatever. As Witniss my hand this 21 Augt. 1823. 

(Signed) J. Atkinson. 
Test. 
John Darnaby, Jr. 

Guaranteed Bill of Sale of a Slave. 
(April 15, 1824.) 

Know all men by these presents, that I William Critenton of the 
County of Bedford and State of Tennessee for and in consideration of 
the sum of four hundred Dollars to me in hand paid by Barkley Mar- 
tin, of the County of Bedford and State of Tennessee, at or before the 
sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof I the said 
William Critenton, do hereby acknowledge, have bargained, sold and 
delivered, and by these presents, do bargain sell and deliver unto the 
said Barkley Martin, a negro boy Slave named bob, eight years old, 
which I warrant to be sound and healthy to have and to hold the said 
boy bob to him his heirs and assigns forever, the right unto the s d 
Barkley Martin his heirs and assigns I, the said William Critenton 
do warrant and defend, against all and every other person and per- 
sons whomsoever, shall and will warrant and forever defend by these 
presents. In witness my hand and seal, this the fifteenth of April 
eighteen hundred and twenty four. 

(Signed) Wm. Crittendon. 

Henry Davis 

Jos. Haggardsin. 

Bill of Sale for Eight Slaves. 
(1828.) 

Georgia Received of Bartley Martin one thousand forty one 

Morgan County dollars in full for Eight Negroes to wit Winney, Lucey, 
Wilson, Peter, Salley, Mariah, Averline & Caroline which Negroes 
was this day sold at Publick outcry as the property of John M c Clesky 
to satisfy a fifa isued from Wilkes Inferior Courte in favour of Garland 
Wingfield vs Allen P. Rice & John M c Clesky after being duly and 
publickly advertised in termes of the law 4 th November, 1828. 

(Signed) Reuben Mann, Shff. 

Power of Attorney to Sell a Slave. 
(1832.) 

Georgia Know all men by these presents that I William W. 

Jasper County Hill of Abbeville District & State of South Carolina, 
have hereby constituted and appointed John Hill of Monticello, Georgia, 
my true and lawful attorney, for me and in my name, to bargain, sell, and 
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deliver, a certain negro man named Prince, about 26 years of age, and 
in my name to give a receipt for the payment of the price of said negro, 
and to sign payment of the Price of said negro, and to sign seal and 
deliver a bill of sale to the purchaser of said negro in my name war- 
ranting the titles and soundness of said negro &c, &c. 

Given under my hand and seal this 25 th day of May, 1832. 

(Signed) Wm.W. Hill. Seal 
Jesse Lotall J. P. 

Georgia Received from Barkley Martin Seven Hundred Dol- 

Harris County i ars m f u j] p a y me nt ,for the Negro man Prince, 
named in the above power of attorney, which negro I have this day 
sold and delivered to the said Martin ; and I hereby warrant him to be 
sound & healthy, and also warrant the titles to said negro against the 
claim of all persons whatever. Witness my hand & seal this 8 th day 
of June, 1832. 

(Signed) John Hill Seal 

Atty. for Wm. W. Hill. 

Bill of Sale of Slave Boy and Girl. 
(1833.) 

Georgia Received of Barkley Martin Eight hundred & fifty 

Harris County Dollars for two negroes, to wit Henry a Boy of the 
age of fourteen and Mary a girl of the age of twenty one, which said 
negroes I warrant to be of sound mind and health of body. And 
which I farther warrant & defend unto Barkley Martin his heirs, Ex- 
ecutors, administrators & assigns against myself, my heirs, Execu- 
tors, administrators & assigns and against the claim of every other 
person or persons whatever. 

This the 8th of Febuary, 1833. 

(Signed) Alexander Bass. 
Test. A. B. Damon. 

Bill of Sale of Slave Girl. 
(1833.) 
Alabama, Fort Baimbridge, Pike County. 

Received of Barkly Martin four hundred dollars, in full considera- 
tion for a negro girl by the name of Gracy, which girl is about fifteen 
years of age, the title to said girl I warrant & defend against all claim 
or claims, title or titles whatsoever to him the said Barkly Martin. 
The health of said girl I also warrant as witness my hand this 20 th day 
of Febuary, 1833. 

(Signed) F. S. Cook. Seal 
Witness 
N. F. Collins. 
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Deed of Gift of Negro Girl and Boy. 
(1835.) 

State of Georgia This Indenture made this fifteenth day of September 
Muscogee County m t h e y ear f our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty five between Levi Perry of the County & State aforesaid 
of the one part and Phinehas Perry of the same place of the other part. 

Witnesseth (son of the aforesaid Levi Perry) that the said Levi 
Perry for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar to him the said 
Levi Perry in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery of these 
presents the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, and also for and 
in consideration of the natural Love and Affection which he bears to the 
said Phinehas Perry his said son, have granted, aliened and conveyed 
& given & by these presents do grant, alien, enfeoff, convey & give & 
confirm unto the said Phinehas Perry his heirs and assigns, one negro 
girl about thirteen years of age by the name of Tiller now in the pos- 
session of the said Levi Perry, together with the increase of the said 
negro girl Tiller, and also one negro boy by the name of Anthony about 
thirteen years of age now also in the possession of the said Levi Perry. 
Provided always that the said negroes are to remain in the possession 
of the said Levi Perry for and during his natural life, and after his 
death they are to go into the possession of the said Phinehas Perry, & 
should the said Phinehas Perry die before the said Levi Perry, then the 
said property hereby conveyed is to revert back and to become the 
property of the donor. 

In witness whereof the said Levi Perry hath hereunto set his hand 
& seal the day & year above written. 

(Signed) Levi Perry Seal 
Signed, Sealed & delivered 
in the presence of 
Gerard Burch 
Sam. E. Buckles, J. P. 

Indorsed : Georgia Muscogee County Recorded in the Clerks Office of the 
Superior Court of said County in Deed Book D. on folios 220 & 221, Septem- 
ber 15 th 1835 Gerard Burch Clk. 

State of Georgia Muscogee County Recorded in the Clerks Office of the Su- 
perior Court of said County in Deed Book A on folio 25 this 9 th day of January 
1839. Gerard Burch Clk. 

Sale of Slave by Heirs. 
(1840.) 

Georgia Know all men by these presents that we John A. 

Harriss County Frazier, William Frazier, John H. Frazier, Allen 
Frazier, Addison Frazier, Madirith Wright, Shepperd Guice, Hillery 
Bostict, Isaac M c Elhany & John Henderson for an in consideration of 
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the sum of one hundred Dollars to us in hand paid by Isaac M c Elhany 
of the State and County afforesaid the receipt whereof is hereof ac- 
knowledge have granted bargained and sold and by these presents do 
grant bargained and sell unto the said Isaac M c Elhany his heirs and 
assigns one Negro woman by the name of Amy to have and to hold 
the afforesaid bargained property to him the said Isaac M c Elhany his 
heirs and assigns forever and we the undersign Legatees for ourselves 
our heirs executors and administrators all and singular the said bar- 
gained property unto the -said Isaac M c Elhany his heirs and assigns 
against we the undersign Legatees our Executors Administrators 
and against all and every other person and persons whatsoever and 
will warrant and defend by these presents in witness whereunto we 
have here unto set our hand and seal this 26 of December 1840. 

Test. Addison Frazier Seal 

W M B. Stallings Shepherd Guice Seal 

George Redden John a Frazier Seal 

Allen Frazier Seal 
John H. Frazier Seal 

HlLLERY BOSTICK Seal 

William Frazier Seal 

I. C. M c Elhany Seal 

John Henderson Seal 

Meredith Wright Seal 

Sheriff's Sale of a Slave. 
(1840.) 

The State of Alabama Know all men by these presents that whereas 
Chambers County an Execution Isued from the Circuit Court 

of Chambers County, on Judgment bearing date the 9th day of October, 
1840, In favour of Daniel S. Robertson, Administrator of Howell 
Jinkins Deceased against John Freeman & Bartholomew B. Moore 
and said Execution was levied by William Bledsoe Sheriff of Said 
County, on a negro Man slave by the name of Jerry, about twenty 
eight years of age and after said negro Jerry being duly advertised ac- 
cording to Law, was on the first Monday in November 1840, exposed to 
sale at publick outcry at the Court house of said County, when Alex- 
ander Varner, became the highest and last bidder the same was knocked 
off to him for the sum of Seven hundred and Sixty nine Dollars. 

Now this Indenture further witnesseth that I William Bledsoe 
Sheriff as aforesaid and for and in consideration of the sum of money 
aforesaid to me in hand paid by the said Alexander Varner, the re- 
ceipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, will warrant and defend the 
right and title of said negro Jerry unto the said Alexander Varner, 
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against the claim of all persons whatsoever, as far as the office of 
Sheriff authorise me and no further. In witness whereof I have here- 
unto set my hand & seal this 27th day of July 1841. 

(Signed) William Bledsoe Sheriff l. S. 
by his Deputy Britton Stamps 
Test. 

John T. Sheppard. 

Gift of a Slave with Reversions. 
(1841.) 

State op Georgia This Indenture made this fourteenth day of Septem- 
Muscogee County ber in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty one between Levy Perry of the County and State 
aforesaid of the one part and Sarah Louisa Perry of the same place of 
the other part, Witnesseth that the said Sarah Louisa (Daughter of the 
aforesaid Levy Perry) for and in consideration of the sum of one dol- 
lar to him in hand paid (to the said Levy Perry) at and before the 
Sealing and Delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, and also for and in consideration of the Natural Love and 
affection which he bears to the said Sarah Louisa Perry his said 
daughter, have granted Aliened and conveyed & Given & by these 
presents do grant, alien, enfeoff, convey & give & confirm unto the 
said Sarah Louisa Perry & her children heirs of her boddy, one Negroe 
Woman named Scilla age about nineteen years now in the possession of 
the said Levy Perry togeather with the increase of the said negro woman 
Scilla from this date, and also one negro Boy by the name of Billy about 
seventeen years of age now also in the possession of the said Levy Perry, 
provided always that the said Negroes are to remain in the possession 
of the said Levy Perry for and during his Natural Life, and after his 
death they are to go into the possession of Mary Perry the wife of 
the said Levy Perry as a support for her and Said Sarah Louisa Perry 
during Mary Perry's single Life only, and then the afore said negroes 
will go into the possession of Sarah Louisa Perry & should the said 
Sarah Louisa Perry die before She gets into the Possession of the 
property or before she has any heirs, then the said property to become 
the property of her own Brothers and Sisters, and if all her Brothers 
and Sisters should be dead without heirs, the property is to be equally 
divided Among the said Levy Perry's Lawful children. 

In witness whereof the said Levy Perry hath hereunto set his hand 
and seal the day & year above written. 

, „ , (Signed) Levi Perry Seal 

Signed Sealed & Delivered 
in the presents of 

William Kirk 

Timothy G. McCrary, J. P. 
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Sheriff's Bill of Sale. 1 

(1844.) 
Georgia, Talbot County. 

This Indenture made this sixth day of November eighteen hundred 
and forty four between James K, Giddens Sheriff of said county, of the 
one part, and Isaac C. M c elhaney of the other part, witnesseth that 
whereas six certain negros to wit : Patience a woman Becky a girl Joe 
a boy Charles a boy Francis a girl William a boy was on the 2J/th day 
of September eighteen hundred and forty four levied on by said Sheriff, 
by virtue of a attachment fi fa from Harris Superior Court, in favor of 

William B. Marshall against William B. Pritchard 
said negroes after being duly advertised in terms of the law, were on 
the first Tuesday in November Instant exposed to sale at public outcry 
at the Court house in said county ; and the said Isaac C. M c elhaney 
being the highest bidder, the said negroes was knocked off to Isaac C. 
M c elhaney at and for the price of two hundred and thirty four dollars. 

Now, in consideration of the said sum of two hundred and thirty four 
dollars to him in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery of 
these presents, the said James K. Giddens Sheriff as aforesaid, hath by 
virtue of his office as Sheriff, bargained, sold and delivered, and by these 
presents, doth bargain, sell and deliver to the said Isaac C M c elhaney 
his heirs and assigns, all the right, title and interest of the said defend- 
ant, in and to the said negro, as fully as by virtue of his authority as 
Sheriff aforesaid, he is authorised and entitled to do. 

In witness whereof, the said James K. Giddens, Sheriff as aforesaid, 
hath hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal, this day and year above 
written. 

Signed, sealed and delivered JAMES K. GlDDENS L. S. 

in the presence of 

Wm. B. Marshall, LLC. 

Bill of Sale of Slave Children. 
(1853.) 
Georgia Rec d of Francis G. M c Elhany Fourteen Hundred 

Harris County and Forty five Dollars in full payment for Two 
Negros viz. Frances a girl about 12 years of age and Billy a boy 
about 10 years of age. 

(Signed) Addison Frazer. 
Feby. 1st 1853. 

Bill of Sale of a Slave. 

(1855.) 

Received of F. G. M c Elhany Eleven Hundred and Fifty Dollars in 

full payment for a Negro Man Slave by the name of Adam about thirty 

1 A printed blank was used. The words and figures in italics were written in. 
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five years of age. The right & title of said negro Slave to the said 
F. G. M c Elhany his heirs & assigns I do hereby warrant and forever de- 
fend against myself my heirs or any other person. Also I do warrant 
him said negro sound both in body and mind. 

In witness whereof I do hereunto set my hand & seal, this the eigh- 
teenth day of December One Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Five. 
[Words in italics] (Interlined before signed) 

(Signed) William Hammett Seal 

Given at La Grange, Georgia. 

Hire of a Slave. 

(1865.) 

on or by the twenty fifth day of December next wee or either of us 
promise to pay Mary Perry or bearer the sum of three hundred dollars 
for the hire of negro woman Julia. Said woman to have too suits of 
clothes and one paire shoes, this January 5th 1865. 

(Signed) G. B. Burnett 
M. A. Burnett 

Binding out Two Negro Children. 

(1867.) 
Stat of Alabania Lee County. 

To all home thes presents may concern that I Ann Perry this day have 
given and granted to Mary Perry my two childran William and 
Matelda I Allso gav her the Liberty to corect them Acordan to hir will 
and diretion as all other Childran has to Bee treated to keep them as 
hir one untell they air of proper Age acordan to Law whereunt 1 set 
my hand December the 16 day 1867 

her 

Ann + Perry 

mark 
test Joseph Cooper 

her 
Charity + Perry 
mark 

Reed of Mary Perry in full of all demand up to this day December the 
16 Day 1867 

her 

Ann + Perry 

mark 

Binding out Two Negro Children. 
(1866) 
The State op Alabama, Russell County. 

This may certify that Mary Perry having this day made application 
to have bound to her two negro minor children, to wit : 
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George, a Boy 9 years of age, and 
Horace " " 7 " " " the children 

of Jack and Mary Perry. 

And the Parents of said children filing their consent in writing to 
said binding, 

It is ordered, adjudged and decreed that said minors be bound to the 
said Mary Perry until they are 21 years of age, and that the Bond be 
filed of record in this Office. 

Given under my hand this 10th day of March, 1866. 

(Signed) J. F. Waddell, 

Judge of Probate. 

Mr. Thomas Minns presented by title the following 
paper : — 

The Detroit Bank, the First Bank in the Territory of Michigan, 
Incorporated at Detroit, September 19, 1806. 

My attention has been called to this bank, which is men- 
tioned in the letters of William Duane to President Jefferson, 
dated October, 1806, printed in the Proceedings for May and 
June, 1906 ; and a brief sketch of it showing the enterprise of 
Boston merchants, one hundred years ago, may be interesting. 

By the Ordinance of 1787 the governor and judges of the 
Northwestern Territory had legislative authority to adopt such 
laws of the original States as may be necessary. 

Similar authority was conferred on the government of the 
Territory of Michigan by the Act of Congress which estab- 
lished it, and took effect June 30, 1805. 

Accordingly a petition dated Boston, March 31, 1806, 
signed by Russell Sturgis, Henry Bass, Jr., Benjamin Wheeler, 
Samuel Coverly, Nathaniel Parker, and Barzillai Homes, was 
presented September 6, 1806, " To His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, and the Honourable Judges invested with the Legislative 
authority in the Territory of Michigan," praying for a grant 
for themselves and their associates of an act of incorporation 
for the purpose of establishing a bank at Detroit, to consist 
of a capital not less than eighty nor more than four hundred 
thousand dollars. 

The reasons given in this petition were that these gentlemen 
have for several years been largely interested in prosecuting 
the peltry trade in the District of Michigan, that they have 
experienced great hazard and inconvenience in the transmis- 
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sion of specie to so great a distance, that the rapid im- 
provements and flourishing state of the Territory of Michigan 
has induced them to extend their trade and connections more 
largely in said District, and in their opinion the extension of 
commerce, the facility of transportation and remittance, the 
encouragement of agriculture, of emigration, and a laudable 
spirit of enterprise, would be greatly promoted by an office of 
discount and deposit at the capital of the District. 

September 19, 1806, an act was passed by the governor and 
judges incorporating the Detroit Bank with a capital stock 
not exceeding one million dollars, and authorizing the presi- 
dent and directors to establish offices wheresoever they shall 
think fit for the purpose of discount and deposit. Hon. 
Augustus B. Woodward, Chief Judge of the Territory of 
Michigan, was chosen the first president of the Detroit 
Bank. 

On June 11, 1805, a very disastrous fire took place at 
Detroit, and the town was entirely consumed. The old town 
was built with streets only fifteen feet wide, and the fire 
assisted the new territorial government to make great improve- 
ments, and with the aid of Congress the city was laid out on 
the plan which exists to-day. It was to this town, slowly ris- 
ing from its ashes, that in July, 1806, Mr. William Flanagan, 
who expected to hold the office of cashier in the proposed 
Detroit Bank, came from Boston bringing some specie ; and 
in August two or three principal subscribers to the stock of 
the bank, among them Mr. Nathaniel Parker, came also from 
Boston bringing still more specie. Mr. Nathaniel Parker, 
who seems to have been one of the principal promoters of the 
enterprise, was born in the town of Groton," Massachusetts, 
December 28, 1771, was the son of Captain Nathaniel and 
Eunice (Lakin) Parker, and had been for some years established 
as a merchant in Boston. 

Two lots of land were bought on the northwest corner of 
Jefferson Avenue and Randolph Street in Detroit, and a one- 
story brick building, some thirty feet square, was erected 
thereon for the bank. In one corner was a safety vault, with 
a rough iron door, with a lock sixteen inches long by three 
inches thick, and a key a foot long, weighing a pound. On 
his return trip to Boston Mr. Parker wrote the following 
letter from the city of New York, mailed to Detroit: — 
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New York, Nov. 18, 1806. 

Dear Sir, — I wrote you from Albany, ye 7, inst, stating Mr. 
Riley's declining to take any shares in the Detroit Bank, &c. I now 
have to add that Mr. Astor has also declined, but he expresses much 
friendship for your attention &c. Our Fur Business, I think will ulti- 
mately succeed. And the success of our Bank is undoubted. I am 
sorry to add that it will be impossible for me to have the honor to call 
on Mr. Jay. But I have called on Mr. Barry & Mr. Laight, for a few 
moments, the short stay I make here not allowing the time I could 
wish for further acquaintance, however I have to acknowledge their 
politeness & attention. And for the letters you favored me with, as 
well as for your friendship and attention while at Detroit, I wish you 
to accept the sincere thanks of your most obt 

& humble Servant, 

Nath'l Parker. 

Hon'ble. Augustus B. Woodward, Esq. 

There are fortunately preserved among the family papers 
three letters from Mr. farker written during this journey to 
and from Detroit in 1806, from which I will read extracts: — 

Utica, Sunday, Augt. 17, 1806. 
I have arrived at this vilage after a most pleasant journey. We tarry 
here today and shall proceed tomorrow pr. stage for Cannandaqua & 
Buffelow, where we shall probably arrive this day week. Then we shall 
proceed by water for the residue of our journey. ... I have only to 
say that I have progressed thus far in safety and good health, and that 
the country is verry fine and Roads excellent. . 

Second : — 

Detroit, Sept. 19, 1806. 

I shall endeavor to return to you and happiness as soon as possible, 

which I am sorry to say will probably not be untill the latter end of 

October. 

Third: — 

Albany, Novr 7th, 1806. 

I have the pleasure to say I am approaching homewards. I expect 
to leave this tomorrow for New York. I shall dispatch my business 
there as soon as possible, and hasten on to Boston. 

The hopes entertained by the promoters for the success of 
the bank were doomed to disappointment. As I look over 
these papers, it seems to me these merchants failed to con- 
sider the probable determined opposition of the first Bank of 



524 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Dec. 

the United States chartered in 1791. In section 12 of the 
act chartering this bank, the United States pledges its faith 
that no other bank shall be established by the United States 
during the continuance of the charter, which was limited to 
March 4, 1811. And by an act approved March 23, 1804, the 
president and directors of the Bank of the United States are 
authorized to establish offices of discount and deposit in any 
part of the territories or dependencies of the United States. 

In the Ordinance of 1787, and the act constituting the Terri- 
tory of Michigan, the legislative board is authorized to make 
laws suited to the conditions of the district, and report them 
every six months to the President, and such laws shall be in 
force in the district, unless disapproved by Congress. 

December 8, 1806, Hon. James Madison, then Secretary of 
State, wrote to Governor Hull requesting that copies of the laws 
of Michigan Territory, passed since the reassembling of the gov- 
ernor and judges this summer, and particularly the law respect- 
ing the erection of a bank, be forwarded as soon as convenient.. 
January 5, 1807, a message from President Jefferson trans- 
mitted to both Houses of Congress a copy of the laws of the 
territory of Michigan passed in 1805. February 10, 1807, 
President Jefferson transmitted to both Houses of Congress 
the laws adopted by the government and judges of the Terri- 
tory of Michigan from the first day of July, 1806, to the first 
day of January, 1807. 

Both messages and the laws were referred to a committee 
consisting of Mr. Joseph Clay, Mr. McCreery, Mr. Mumford, 
Mr. Quincy, and Mr. Walton. 

February 24, 1807, on a motion made, and leave given by 
the House, Mr. Quincy, from the committee appointed on the 
8th ultimo, presented, according to order, a bill disapproving 
of an act passed by the governor and judges of the Territory 
of Michigan " intituled " "An act concerning the bank of De- 
troit," which was received and read the first time. This bill 
seems to have been carefully considered by the House, was 
passed by both House and Senate, and approved by the 
President March 3, 1807. 

The papers I have seen seem to indicate that at this time 
most of the original promoters ceased to be stockholders, and 
an unsuccessful attempt appears to have been made to con- 
tinue the bank, notwithstanding the act passed by Congress 
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disapproving the charter. All the bank bills issued, however, 
are reported to have been redeemed in 1809, and the bank then 
came to an end. I have a photograph of a copy of one of the 
bills issued in 1808. 

Mr. Duane, in his letter under date of 16 October, 1806, 
reports that " Gov r Hull says that a Mr. Jackson, a member 
of Congress from Virginia, a man of great talents and public 
virtue, is about moving into Michigan territory." 

In examining that treasury of information, the "Memoirs 
of John Quincy Adams," I find Mr. Adams speaks of Mr. 
Jackson, under date of January 30th, 1805, saying : — 

" I dined at Mr. Taylor's with a company of about twenty gentle- 
men. Several members of both Houses of Congress and of both 
parties were of the number. Mr. Dana told Mr. Taylor he was like 
the sun, and shone alike on the evil and the good. I told him the 
company would probably all assent to that. I played two rubbers of 
whist with General Dayton, Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, and Mr. Cutts. 
Jackson spoke to me slightingly both of Mr. John Randolph and of 
Mr. Nicholson." 

A note says, " John G. Jackson served in the Fourth, the 
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Congresses, but seems to have left little to be remembered 
of him." 

Mr. Adams also mentions Judge Augustus B. Woodward 
under date of April 11, 1806, saying, — 

" Met Dr. Mitchell and Mr. Turner again on the committee con- 
cerning the Territorial Fee bill. Judge Woodward, of the Michigan 
Territory, for which the bill is specially provided, attended the com- 
mittee, and on his representation an amendment was agreed upon, and 
reported." 

Remarks were also made during the meeting by the Pres- 
ident, Mr. Thomas L. Livermore, and Mr. William B. 
Weeden, of Providence, Rhode Island, a Corresponding 
Member. 
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MEMOIR 

OP 

JAMES ELLIOT CABOT. 

BY T. W. HIGGINSON. 



Our late associate Elliot Cabot, of whom I have been ap- 
pointed to write a sketch, was to me from my college days 
an object of peculiar interest on a variety of grounds. He 
was distantly related to me, in more than one way, through 
the endless intermarriages of the old Essex County families. 
He was but one year in advance of me at Harvard College, 
where he and his chum, Henry Bryant, who had been my 
schoolmate, were among the early founders of the Harvard 
Natural History Society, then lately established, of which I 
was an ardent member ; and I have never had such a sensation 
of earthly glory as when I succeeded Bryant in the responsible 
function of Curator of Entomology in that august body. I 
used sometimes in summer to encounter Cabot in the Fresh 
Pond marshes, then undrained, which he afterwards described 
so delightfully in his paper entitled " Sedge Birds " (Atlantic 
Monthly, XXIII. 384). On these occasions he bore his gun, 
and I only the humbler weapon of a butterfly net. After we 
left college, I looked upon him with envy as one of the 
early and successful aspirants to that German post-collegiate 
education which was already earnestly desired, but rarely at- 
tained, by the more studious among Harvard graduates. After 
his return J was brought more or less in contact with him, at 
the close of the " Dial " period and in the following years of 
Transcendentalism. Apart from his labors as Emerson's scribe 
and editor, he seemed to withdraw himself more and more from 
active life as time went on, and to accept gracefully the atti- 
tude which many men find so hard, — that of being, in a man- 
ner, superseded by the rising generation. This he could do 
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the more easily, since he left a family of sons to represent in 
various forms the tastes and gifts that were combined in him ; 
and he also left a manuscript autobiography, terse, simple, and 
modest, like himself, to represent what was in its way a quite 
unique career. Of this sketch I have been allowed to avail 
myself through the courtesy of his sons, and it has also been 
privately printed by them. 

James Elliot Cabot was born in Boston, June 18, 1821, his 
birthplace being in Quincy Place, upon the slope of Fort Hill, 
in a house which had belonged to his grandfather, Samuel 
Cabot, brother of George Cabot, the well-known leader of 
the Federalists in his day. These brothers belonged to a 
family originating in the island of Jersey and coming early 
to Salem. Elliot Cabot's father was also named Samuel, 
white his mother was the eldest child of Thomas Handasyd 
Perkins and Sarah Elliot ; the former being best known as 
Colonel Perkins, who gave his house and grounds on Pearl 
Street toward the foundation of the Blind Asylum bearing 
his name, and also gave profuse gifts to other Boston institu- 
tions ; deriving meanwhile his military title from having held 
command of the Boston Cadets. Elliot Cabot was, therefore, 
born and bred in the most influential circle of the little city of 
that date, and he dwelt in what was then the most attractive 
part of Boston, though long since transformed into a business 
centre. 

His summers were commonly spent at Nahant, then a simple 
and somewhat primitive seaside spot, and his childhood was 
also largely passed in the house in Brookline built by Colonel 
Perkins for his daughter. Elliot Cabot went to school in 
Boston under the well-known teachers of that day, — Thayer, 
Ingraham, and Leverett. When twelve years old, during the 
absence of his parents in Europe, he was sent to a boarding- 
school in Brookline, but spent Saturday and Sunday with nu- 
merous cousins at the house of Colonel Perkins, their common 
grandfather, who lived in a large and hospitable manner, main- 
taining an ampler establishment than is to be found in the more 
crowded Boston of to-day. Personally he was a man of marked 
individuality, and I remember hearing from another of his 
grandchildren an amusing account of the scene which oc- 
curred, on one of these Sunday evenings, after the delivery 
of a total abstinence sermon by the Rev. Dr. Channing, of 
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whom Colonel Perkins was one of the leading parishioners. 
The whole theory of total abstinence was then an absolute 
innovation, and its proclamation, which came rather suddenly 
from Dr. Channing, impressed Colonel Perkins much as it 
might have moved one of Thackeray's English squires ; in 
so much that he had a double allowance of wine served 
out that evening to each of his numerous grandsons in 
place of their accustomed wine-glass of diluted beverage, 
and this to their visible disadvantage as the evening went on. 

Elliot Cabot entered Harvard College in 1836 as Freshman, 
and though he passed his entrance examinations well, took no 
prominent rank in his class, but read all sorts of out-of-the-way 
books and studied natural history. He was also an early reader 
of Carlyle's " Sartor Resartus," then just published ; and was, 
in general, quite disposed to pursue his own course in mental 
culture. He belonged to the Hasty Pudding Club and to the 
Porcellian Club, but spent much time with his classmates 
Henry Bryant and William Sohier in shooting excursions, 
which had then the charm of being strictly prohibited by the 
college. The young men were obliged to carry their guns 
slung for concealment in two parts, the barrels separated from 
the stock, under their cloaks, which were then worn largely 
in the place of overcoats. This taste was strengthened by the 
love of Cabot's elder brother, afterwards Dr. Samuel Cabot, for 
ornithology ; and as the latter was then studying medicine in 
Paris, the young men used to send him many specimens for 
purposes of exchange. Dr. Henry Bryant is well remembered 
in Boston for the great collection of birds given by him to the 
Boston Society of Natural History. 

Soon after his graduation, in 1840, Elliot Cabot went abroad 
with the object of joining his elder brother in Switzerland, 
visiting Italy, wintering in Paris, and returning home in the 
spring ; but this ended in his going for the winter to Heidelberg 
instead, a place ^ then made fascinating to all young Amer- 
icans through the glowing accounts of it in Longfellow's " Hy- 
perion." They were also joined by two other classmates, — 
Edward Holker Welch, later well known in the Roman Catholic 
priesthood, and John Francis Heath of Virginia, well remem- 
bered by the readers of Lowell's letters. All these four were 
then aiming at the profession of the law, although not one of 
them, I believe, finally devoted himself to its practice. Migrat- 
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ing afterwards to Berlin, after the fashion of German students, 
they were admitted to the University on their Harvard degrees 
by Ranke, the historian, who said as he inspected their parch- 
ments, " Ah ! the High School at Boston ! " which they thought 
showed little respect for President Quincy's documents, until 
they found that " Hoch Schule " was the German equivalent 
for University. There they heard the lectures of Schelling, 
then famous, whom they found to be a little man of ordinary 
appearance, old, infirm, and taking snuff constantly, as if to 
keep himself awake. Later they again removed, this time 
to Gottingen, where Cabot busied himself with the study of 
Kant, and also attended courses in Rudolph Wagner's labora- 
tory. Here he shared more of the social life of his compan- 
ions, frequented their Liederkranze, learned to fence and to' 
dance, and spent many evenings at students' festivals. 

Cabot sums up his whole European reminiscences as follows : 
" As I look back over my residence in Europe, what strikes me 
is the waste of time and energy from having had no settled 
purpose to keep my head steady. I seem to have been always 
well employed and happy, but I had been indulging a dispo- 
sition to mental sauntering, and the picking up of scraps, very 
unfavorable to my education. 1 was, I think, natural^ inclined 
to hover somewhat above the solid earth of practical life, and 
thus to miss its most useful lessons. The result I think was to 
confirm me in the vices of my mental constitution and to cut 
off what chance there was of my accomplishing something 
worth while." 

In March, 1843, he finally left Gottingen for home by way 
of Belgium and England, and entered the Harvard Law School 
in the autumn, taking his degree there two years later, in 
1845. Renewing acquaintance with him during this period, 
I found him to be, as always, modest and reticent in manner, 
bearing unconsciously a certain European prestige upon him 
which so commanded the respect of a circle of young men that 
we gave him the sobriquet of " Jarno," after the well-known 
philosophic leader in Goethe's " Wilhelm Meister." Whatever 
he may say of himself, I cannot help still retaining somewhat 
of my own feeling about the mental training of the man, who, 
while in the Law School, could write a paper so admirable as 
Cabot's essay entitled " Immanuel Kant " (Dial, IV. 409), an 
essay which seems to me now, as it then seemed, altogether 
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the simplest and most effective statement I have ever encoun- 
tered of the essential principles of that great thinker's philoso- 
phy. I remember that when I told Cabot that I had been 
trying to read Kant's " Critique of Pure Reason " in an English 
translation, but could not understand it, he placidly replied 
that he had read it twice in German and had thought he com- 
prehended it, but that Meiklejohn's translation was beyond 
making out, so that I need not be discouraged. 

After graduating from the Law School, he went for a year 
into a law office in Boston, acting as senior partner to my class- 
mate, Francis Edward Parker, who, being a born lawyer, as 
Cabot was not, found it for his own profit to sever the part- 
nership at the end of a year, while Cabot retired from the 
profession forever. His German training had meanwhile made 
him well known to the leaders of a new literary enterprise, 
originating with Theodore Parker and based upon a meeting 
at Mr. Emerson's house in 1849, the object Being the organiza- 
tion of a new magazine which should be, in Theodore Parker's 
phrase, " the Dial with a beard." Liberals and reformers were 
present at the meeting, including men so essentially diverse as 
Sumner and Thoreau. Parker was, of course, to be the lead- 
ing editor, and became such. Emerson also consented, " rather 
weakly," as Cabot says in his memoranda, to appear, and con- 
tributed only the introductory address, while Cabot himself 
agreed to act as corresponding secretary and business manager. 
The " Massachusetts Quarterly Review " sustained itself with 
difficulty for three years, — showing more of a studious and 
systematic work than its predecessor the "Dial," but far less 
of freshness and originality, — and then went under. 

A more successful enterprise in which he was meanwhile 
enlisted was a trip to Lake Superior with Agassiz, in 1850, 
when Cabot acted as secretary and wrote and illustrated the 
published volume of the expedition, — a book which was then 
full of fresh novelties, and which is still very readable. Soon 
after his return, he went into his brother Edward's architect 
office in Boston to put his accounts in order, and ultimately, 
became a partner in the business, erecting various buildings. 

He was married on September 28, 1857, to Elizabeth Dwight, 
daughter of Edmund Dwight, Esq., a woman of rare qualities 
and great public usefulness, who singularly carried on the 
tradition of those Essex County women of an earlier genera- 
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tion, who were such strong helpmates to their husbands. Of 
Mrs. Cabot it might almost have been said what was said by 
John Lowell in 1826 of his cousin Elizabeth Higginson, wife 
of her double-first cousin, George Cabot : " She had none 
of the advantages of early education afforded so bountifully to 
the young ladies of the present age ; but she surpassed all of 
them in the acuteness of her observation, in the knowledge of 
human nature, and in her power of expressing and defending 
the opinions which she had formed." 1 Thus Elliot Cabot 
writes of his wife : u From the time when the care of her 
children ceased to occupy the most of her time, she gradually 
became one of the most valuable of the town officials, as 
well as the unofficial counsellor of many who needed the un- 
failing succor of her inexhaustible sympathy and practical 
helpfulness." 

Cabot visited Europe anew after his marriage, and after his 
return served for nine years as a school committee-man in Brook- 
line, where he resided. He afterwards did faithful duty for six 
years as chairman of the examining committee on Philosophy 
of Harvard Overseers. He gave for a single year a series of 
lectures on Kant at Harvard University, and for a time acted 
as Instructor in Logic there, which included a supervision of the 
forensics or written discussions then in vogue. The Civil War 
aroused his sympathies strongly, especially when his brother 
Edward and his personal friend Francis L. Lee became respec- 
tively colonel and lieutenant-colonel of the Forty-fourth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer Infantry. Elliot Cabot himself enlisted in 
a drill club, and did some work for the Sanitary Commission. 
He also assisted greatly in organizing the Museum of Fine 
Arts and in the administration of the Boston Athenaeum. 

Though a life-long student, he wrote little for the press, — 
a fact which recalls Theodore Parker's remark about him that 
he " could make a good law argument^ but could not address 
it to the jury." He rendered, however, a great and perma- 
nent service, far outweighing that performed by most American 
authors of his time, as volunteer secretary to Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, a task which constituted his main occupation for 
five or six years. After Emerson's death Cabot also wrote 
his memoirs, by the wish of the family, — a book which will 
always remain the primary authority on the subject with 
1 Lodge's Cabot, p. 12, note. 
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which it deals, although it was justly criticised by others for 
a certain restricted tone which made it seem to be, as it really 
was, the work of one shy and reticent man telling the story of 
another. In describing Emerson the biographer often uncon- 
sciously described himself also ; and the later publications of 
Mr. Emerson's only son show clearly that there was room for 
a more ample and varied treatment in order to complete the 
work. 

Under these circumstances Cabot's home life, while of even 
tenor, was a singularly happy one. One of his strongest and 
life-long traits was his love of children, — a trait which he 
also eminently shared with Emerson. The group formed by 
him with two grandchildren in his lap, to whom he was read- 
ing John Gilpin or Hans Andersen, is one which those who 
knew him at home would never forget. It was characteristic 
also that in his German copy of Kant's " Critique of Pure Rea- 
son," already mentioned, there were found some papers covered 
with drawings of horses and carts which had been made to 
amuse some eager child. Akin to this was his strong love of 
flowers, united with a rare skill in making beautiful shrubs 
grow here and there in such places as would bring out the 
lines and curves of his estate at Beverly. Even during the 
last summer of > his life he was cutting new little vistas on the 
Beverly hills. His sketches of landscape in water-color were 
also very characteristic both of his delicate and poetic appreci- 
ation of nature and of his skill and interest in drawing. In 
1885, while in Italy, he used to draw objects seen from the car 
window as he travelled ; and often in the morning, when his 
family came down to breakfast at hotels, they found that he 
had already made an exquisite sketch in pencil of some tower 
or arch. 

His outward life, on the whole, seemed much akin to the 
lives led by that considerable class of English gentlemen who 
adopt no profession, dwelling mainly on their paternal estates, 
yet are neither politicians nor fox hunters ; pursuing their own 
favorite studies, taking part from time to time in the pursuits 
of science, art, or literature, even holding minor public func- 
tions, but winning no widespread fame. He* showed, on the 
other hand, the freedom from prejudice, the progressive tend- 
ency, and the ideal proclivities which belong more commonly 
to Americans. He seemed to himself to have accomplished 
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nothing ; and yet he had indirectly aided a great many men 
by the elevation of his tone and the breadth of his intellectual 
sympathy. If he did not greatly help to stimulate the thought 
of his time, he helped distinctly to enlarge and ennoble it. 
His death occurred at Brookline on January 16, 1903. He 
died as he had lived, a high-minded, stainless, and in some 
respects unique type of American citizen. 



